The Human Buddha : Bodhisattva Anecdotes

The Buddha asked Mahakashyapa and Sariputra to get rid
of some of. the naughty monks attending them (Kutidusaka
Jataka, 321; Varnaroha Jataka, 361). The Master faced many
qiiarrelsorne monks, and on one occasion witnessed two groups
of monks quarrelling at Kosambi, over a very trifling matter
(concerning an 'erring' monk, who had put some water to be
used for lavatory purpose in a vessel which stored water for
rinsing the mouth !). The discord became so intense that the
Master cried in agony : "There is a schism in the Brotherhood'*.
He told the quarrelling parties of the Dighitikosala Jataka (371),
in which the hero ultimately forgives his father's murderer. Then
the Buddha uttered his oft-quoted sermon :

"Not hate, but love alone makes hate to cease
This is the everlasting law of peace."

When the quarrelsome monks would still not listen, he left
Kosambi in disgust :

"Shouldst thou fail to meet a kindred friend
It is better for thee in solitude to spend."

(Mahavarga, 10. 1-10; Kosambi Jataka, 428^.
Cowell, III, pp. 289-291)

Eventually, the monks repented and sought forgiveness from
the Master.

We have earlier mentioned, how he cautioned Ajatasatru's
minister about the invincibility of the united Vajjis. When the
minister left, the Buddha immediately addressed his disciples
about the need of unity in the Sangha, the religious Order :

**So long, O bhikkhus, as the brethren hold full and frequent
assemblies, meeting in concord, rising in concord, and attending
in concord to the affairs of the Sangha; so long as the brethren,
shall exercise themselves in the seven-fold higher wisdom oF
mental activity, search after truth, energy, joy, modesty, self-
control, earnest contemplation, and equanimity of mind, so long
the Sangha may be expected not to decline, but to prosper."

(Mahaparinirvana Suttanta>